
HALF TERM HOLIDAYS  

School is closed for half term from  

Monday 24th May until Friday 4th June         

We re-open on Monday 7th June 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

It is hard to believe that we are now well into the last term of this academic year. The 

children and staff have been working so hard and it feels like we've all been back ages!  

There are many exciting projects in school right now. The Eco School Council have been  

reviewing school uniform and have planned to update the uniform to reflect the change 

to academy, including the new badge. A big thank you to the Eco School Council, Mrs 

Kerry and Adam from Whittaker's School Outfitters, who have been working on this for quite some time. You should have 

seen a letter from our Eco School councillors sharing details of this project and a copy of the Uniform policy for September 

will be available soon. Thank you for taking the time to complete the uniform survey, the results of which have helped to 

make some important decisions.  

We have now added an Outdoor Learning Provision to the school field which will enhance our curriculum offer to all of the 

children in school, photographs can be seen on our Facebook page  

 https://www.facebook.com/tongemoorprimaryacademy and Twitter page https://twitter.com/tongemoorbolton 

Sadly, we have had three class bubble closures since all have returned to school, but this is a huge achievement as many   

other large primary schools have had far more closures than we have. As always, I would like to thank everyone for following 

our Risk Assessment keeping our school community Covid secure. 

On behalf of everyone in school I would like to thank you for your continued support, and I hope that you and your families 

stay safe and well 

Mrs Whittaker 

  May  2021 



 

Nursery 

We received a very kind donation of plants from 
ASDA, Astley Bridge branch, for our planters. The 
children planted and watered them and are 
looking forward to watching them bloom. 



 Reception  
 

 

 

 

 

We have been caring for the plants and helping to tidy up the outdoor area ready for the Summer. The children 

are so caring by remembering to water the plants every day. In addition to this, we have also made our very own 

bird feeders. Once they were complete, we added them to the trees and we are now looking out for the birds 

eating them. How exciting! 

We have been making the most of the sunshine too. We recently had a lovely afternoon on our school field, 

climbing trees and jumping across the tyres. We are so excited to see the work that is being done on our outdoor 

learning area and cannot wait to explore this more.  

Some other ways we have been learning through play include- making masks for role play, exploring different       

textures such as shaving foam, gloop and play dough, mixing colours, playing teachers, retelling our favourite   

stories, building towers and playing ring games. Some of the children have also enjoyed learning all about          

dinosaurs. We researched them on the computer, printed pictures and even made our own dinosaur world. This 

was a great opportunity for learning through interests, as it encouraged reading, writing, talking, sharing,           

recording as well as many other skills. 

In our Mathematics circle times we have been learning all about number bonds to ten and numbers beyond ten. 

We have been learning to represent these numbers in lots of different ways, for example adding the correct 

amount to ten frames or doing a tally.  

Our Literacy challenges have included spelling our names, writing words or sentences about funny images and 

writing our own stories. Some of us have also been writing out party invitations for our friends in school. 

 



Year 1 

In Year 1, we have been super busy! 

We have been enjoying finding out about Grace Darling in History. We have sequenced the events of her rescue 
through role play. We have also been looking at the Titanic and made posters to advertise the ship.  

In Science we have been labelling plants and finding out about trees. 

In RE we have been looking at Hindu Festivals and enjoyed making our own Rakhi bracelets. We also had fun with paint 
to celebrate Holi. 

We have enjoyed playing in our outdoor area and planting in our planters.  

In ICT, we have been exploring digital literacy and learning to use a keyboard.  



Year 2 

What a busy half term so far! The Year 2 team are proud of every individual’s commitment and teamwork.   

We started the half term by thinking about people who help us. As Historians, we have been exploring people who 

have helped us in the past and how they have impacted on our lives today. We will continue to look at the role of 

Florence Nightingale and her influence of the NHS.   

As Scientists, we have been exploring animal structures. We have made the most of the sunshine and completed 

many of our science lessons outside. We are now aware of the different animal groups, and we are about to     

extend our knowledge to classifying animals into herbivores, omnivores and carnivores. Do you know what types 

of food animals eat for these different groups?  

In Reading, we have all grown in confidence. We love to listen to exciting stories, and we would now like to invite 

members of our families to read us their favourite story. If you would like to take the opportunity to record     

yourself reading a story for KS1, please let the KS1 staff know or send us a message on Class Dojo.   

Thank you for your continuous support!  



Year 3 and 4  

 

Year 3 and 4 have had another super busy term. The children have been working 

hard in all their lessons.  

In Art Year 3 have been looking at the artist Andy Goldsworthy.  

Andy Goldsworthy was born in Cheshire, England. He is an artist that uses natural materials in his work, like 

stones, wood, leaves and snow.  



 Year 4 
Year 4 have been catching up with their lost learning in Science covering the topics Plants, Rocks and Soils. These topics 

were not done due to lockdown last year. 

In the plants topic the children have grown a broad bean in a bag and observed its growth over two weeks. The roots 

and shoots have been measured and the results have been recorded. Next we will be planting our broad beans in some 

soil and we will continue to monitor the growth. 

For our Rocks and soils topic children were given a variety of rock samples to explore. They used magnifying glasses to 

make close observations. They then grouped the rocks based on different characteristics.  



Year 5 
5G have welcomed a new member to their class: Clive Philip              
Mountbatten. He is actually a hamster, not a person! The children in class 
get the opportunity to take him home at the weekends and look after him. 
Mr Murphy has bought Clive a ball which he uses to do exercise in while his 
cage gets cleaned. He rolls all around the classroom! 

5G have also begun using QR codes in class. They get to scan the code and 
complete the task that appears on the screen. Sometimes the code takes 
them to a puzzle to complete. 

In History, we have begun looking at The Tudors which also links with our 
Computing topic (Digital Literacy) where we are making Power-Points using 
all the features.  

In English, we have begun reading a new book, Room 13. It is a scary book 
that we are using to learn how to create suspense and mystery.  

In 5A the children created a freeze frame and acted out their favourite     
scene from Room 13.  

In Science, we have been investigating how animals and plants reproduce. 
We dissected a flower and looked at all the different parts of a flower. The 
children then carried out their own research. 

This week has really been exciting as we have taken part in a STEM         
challenge. We worked alongside an architect, Mr Cottam, who is a member 
of the Local Governing Body, who supported us to build and create our own 
homes. It was a real challenge as the children had to plan, measure and put 
together their house.  



 Year 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 continue to work hard!   

Currently, in Literacy, we are reading ‘Holes’. As skilled writers, we have just finished writing 

some fantastic letters writing in role as Stanley, the main character of the book.   

In Numeracy lessons, we continue with our weekly arithmetic tests and it’s great to be able to 

track our progress! We have also been exploring different ways of presenting data – who knew 

there were so many different types of graphs?   

As Scientists, we have been studying electricity. We have investigated how the brightness of a 

lamp is affected by the number and voltage of cells used in a circuit and how varying different components of a circuit 

affects its function. We can also use recognised symbols when representing a simple circuit in a diagram.  

As Historians, we have been researching the impact World War II had on the world. We have used a range of sources 

to look at and evaluate the significance of the timeline of events, which led to the world being at war. We will         

continue to research key historical figures and the part they played as well as the propaganda that supported them.  

The Year 6 boys have also been helping build the school’s outdoor provision. They needed to use teamwork skills to 

help build a path and other structures for the rest of the children in school to use. They had lots of fun and worked 

extremely hard!    

In Art this half term, Year 6 have been exploring 

the artist Nick Park who created  famous shows 

such as Wallace and Gromit and Shaun the 

Sheep. We have delved into Nick Park's life and 

the inspiration behind his great creations. We 

are really looking forward to making our very 

own stop motion video inspired by Nick Park 

using plasticine.  



 

 Recently we have had the pleasure of Mr Mark Taberner of         

Belmont Tree Surgeons and his colleague Gareth Leyland from 

Horwich Stump Grinding helping us to prepare a  memorial  

garden for one of our dear colleagues. They helped us to dig out the 
deep rooted tree roots and shrubs that had been in there previously.  

 We would like to give them a massive shout out as this was  
done as a goodwill gesture.  

Many thanks to them! 

             We can now go ahead with starting the memorial garden soon.  



Reading 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As you may be aware, the school website has undergone a transformation and there 

is a great deal of information available on it. One of the areas that has been           

improved and updated is our ‘Reading Page.’ This page provides information about 

our new Read Write Inc. phonics scheme where you will find video links           

demonstrating how to  pronounce each individual sound and how to support        

children when they are learning to blend.  As well as a parent a page, there are two 

pages for the children. On one of the pages there are links to a variety of phonics and 

reading websites where they can play phonics games, read online books and have stories read to them. On the other page 

there are links to stories read by school staff.  

Please keep an eye on the Reading Page we will be updating it regularly.  

https://tongemooracademy.org/reading 

 

 

 



 Worship Crew 

Dear God, 

Make our school a place of laughter. 

Inspire us to achieve our goals through motivation and teamwork. 

Encourage us to build friendships based on respect, honesty, trust,     
forgiveness and love. 

Let us remember that lots of hands make a building but lots of hearts 
make a school. 

Amen 

Worship Crew have been working hard over the last few weeks. We have      
discussed lots of important events that have recently happened such as 
the death of Prince Philip, St George's Day and Earth Day. We have been 
busy filming our responses to the 'Question of the Week' that are often 
shown in Star Time and getting creative making things for our fabulous 
display in the Great Hall.  Miss Jennings & Miss Marsh  



Uniform Reminders 

No jewellery is to be worn at all. This includes stud earrings, as 

many accidents and problems have arisen in the past.  

Black shoes or plain black trainers (boots should not be worn)  

Thank you 

Just a few polite reminders to ensure we keep everyone safe: 

 

1. Only one adult to drop off/collect children so that we can    
maintain social distancing. 

2. Please avoid bringing bikes/scooters onto the school grounds 
so that we can make sure our children have plenty of room to    
enter and exit school safely. 

3. If you have other children with you, it is vital that they stay with you in the line to avoid 
any bubbles crossing.  

Please wear a face covering at all times when on the 
school premises. 

 

Thank you so much for your continued support! 

Contact Details  

Please make sure your contact details are up to date with the school 

office. It is important that we have the correct contact numbers if    

children are ill or if there is an emergency. Thank you 

School has received several concerns from parents/carers and local       

residents regarding the traffic/parking situation outside of school on     

Brierwood and particularly on Stott Lane at the end of the day. We ask 

everyone dropping children off at school to observe the rules of the road, 

be mindful of other road users/pedestrians and to be respectful to our 

neighbours when stopping or parking. Please do not park in 'residents only' parking bays, 

block driveways or park on pavements. Reminder... STOTT LANE IS FOR PEDESTRIANS ONLY. 

CARS MUST NOT BE DRIVEN DOWN AND PARKED OR BE SEEN TO BE WAITING.  

Thank you. 



Follow us on Twitter 

Did you know that you can follow Tonge Moor Primary Academy on Twitter?  

All essential information will obviously be communicated by other channels (email/text/letter 
home) but on Twitter we will post interesting things happening in school on a regular basis 
plus reminders for key events etc.   

Our Twitter name is @tongemoorbolton 

Please do follow us.  

 

  EXCITING NEWS…                           
My Child At School Parent App is 

an application enabling you to view your 
child’s school data on your smartphone. 

You will also be able to book parent’s 
evening appointments, pay dinner monies, school trips and give                            

consent for trips etc. and lots of other exciting things!                                        
Keep a look out for your invite! 

The Facebook page is now live and we will be using it as well as Twitter and the school website as 
another platform to share all the amazing things we do in school!  

Here is the link if you want to have a look: 

https://fb.me/tongemooracademy or search @tongemooracademy on Facebook  

Check out our new look school website! 

 www.tongemooracademy.org 

https://fb.me/tongemooracademy
http://www.tongemooracademy.org

