
“A place where children are inspired by a love of  

learning and motivated to achieve their dreams”  

Every day I am   
thankful and proud to 
be Head of Tonge 
Moor Primary     
Academy. There is 

such a caring, community spirit that reflects our school values of      
Friendship, Love, Honesty, Trust, Teamwork, and Forgiveness throughout 
school. The children have worked exceptionally hard this term, which I 
am sure you will have seen through the many posts on social media. We 
have also had some wonderful Class Assemblies that the children have 
put so much effort into and have brought a tear to many eyes. It really has been lovely to share and         
celebrate these successes and achievements with you and it is such a shame that we now have to 
return to doing these things virtually; but we thank you for your understanding and continued      
support and we will endeavour to share as much as we can with you to ensure you can still be part 
of your child’s school experience. As we approach the end of the term and begin to look forward to 
the upcoming festivities, I would like to wish you all, on behalf of all the staff, a very Merry     
Christmas and a Happy New Year! Don’t forget, our Christmas recordings are now available to view 
on our school website https://tongemooracademy.org/ 

Mrs Whittaker 

Head of School 

Values Ambassadors  

All pupils work hard to demonstrate the school values at all times 
but some are spotted for going the extra mile! 

Leo L Y1 demonstrated the value of                              helping his 
friend at lunchtime. 

Riley W and Miley R both Y6 demonstrated the value of     
creating beautiful mindful colouring art and giving them 
to the staff. 
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 We were so proud of our success at the recent Bolton News Education Awards 2021. 

 

Teaching Assistant of the Year  

Winner: Mrs Poplawska  - Y2 

Support Worker of the Year 

Commended: Mrs Harper - Y6 

Teaching Assistant  of the Year 

Highly Commended: Mrs Obertelli - Y1 

Primary School Pupil  of the Year 

Winner: Korey D - Y6 

Support Worker of the Year 

Highly Commended: Mrs Allen -SENCO 

Life Time Achievement Award-for services to Education Mr Jack Hatch OBE,  

our former Multi Academy Trust CEO. 

Mark Logan MP Christmas Card Competition 

For the second year in a row, pupils in our school entered the Christmas card competition for our  local 
MP Mark Logan. Again, our pupils won the competition with Ava in Y5 the overall winner and Lacie in Y6 
in 3rd place. Ava's card has been signed by the Prime Minister! 

Primary School Teacher of the Year  

Winner:  Mr Lawson  - Music Specialist 



Mathematics 

Have you ever struggled to help your child with their Maths homework? We get so many       

parents that tell us that the methods the children use are now so different to the way you were 

taught at school. Well, you’re right! Things have changed but the 

methods you hear your children talk about are actually quite simple.    

To help you support your child with their learning, we have created 

videos explaining the different methods used in Maths at Tonge Moor. 

These can be found by clicking the following link:  

https://tongemooracademy.org/curriculum-maths  

Reading 

Reading is the key to all learning. Please support us by reading 
with your child at home as much as possible. Remember, we are 
striving for five!  Please read at home five times per week and 
evidence this in your child's reading record.   

 

Don't forget that you can find hints, tips, games and story 
time videos on our school website. These are great to keep 
children busy during the Christmas Holidays:  

https://tongemooracademy.org/reading 

Staff Forest School Training  

Teachers and Teaching Assistants recently attended Forest School training. They took part in    

outdoor games, den building, hunted for fairies, tied knots, climbed trees, did nature art and lit 

their own fires to toast marshmallows. The session was amazing and really inspired all teaching 

staff to complete regular Forest School sessions with their classes. We can’t wait to see the   

wonderful learning that will take place in our outdoor provision in the Spring Term.  

https://tongemooracademy.org/curriculum-maths
https://tongemooracademy.org/reading


It has been great to see many children cashing in their own clothes day tokens for achieving 100% 
attendance for the half term. I look forward to handing more out at the end of this half term. 

The pupils here at Tonge Moor Primary Academy take great pride in becoming the weekly winners 
for the highest attending class. A huge shout out to 1K, 2L, 4P, 4D,5A, 5G who have all been weekly 
winners so far. 6J are currently in the lead having been the highest attending class for 3 weeks. Keep 
up the good work! 

Our whole school attendance target is 96%. Currently we are below our target at 94.1%. 

An education is the best gift we can offer our children and it is imperative children attend school 
regularly and on time to ensure they have the best start in life. 

Of course, we understand children will become poorly, especially over these winter months, but 
please ensure you inform the office daily with the reason for absence. 

 We are only able to authorise illness if we have had contact with a parent or carer stating the      
reason for the absence. 

 Medical Appointments can only be authorised with proof of a medical card. This can be an         
electronic copy. 

 Holidays can not be authorised during the term time.  

Without reason for absence or if a child arrives after 9.30am this will be marked as unauthorised 
absence. A Penalty Notice Warning Letter will be issued after five unauthorised absences.   

A Penalty Notice is an alternative to prosecution and can be issued when there has been 10         
sessions of unauthorised absence (equivalent of 5 days consecutive or otherwise) over two          
consecutive half terms. A separate Penalty Notice can be issued for each parent per child at the 
cost of £60 per parent, per child. 

I look forward to updating you on the next newsletter, hopefully we will reach our whole school  
target of 96% or above. 

 

We've got this Team Tonge Moor! 

Mrs O’Brien 

Attendance and Pastoral Officer 



What an amazing start to the school year for our sporting teams! 

So far, we have taken part in 6 competitions at Bolton St Catherine’s Academy, ranging from Year 1 
all the way up to Year 6. The children have been training hard in their PE sessions and some were 
lucky enough to be selected for the school teams. This term, we have secured 3 1st place wins and 3 
2nd place wins. I am sure you will agree this is an outstanding achievement and if this continues, we 
will need a bigger trophy cabinet! 



  Spring Term 1 

 

 

Thursday 6th January 8.55am Term begins 

Wednesday 19th January Early Reading LGB Review 

Monday 31st January RP Stay and Play (Zebra Group 9am-10am/Crocodile Group 1pm-2pm) 

Tuesday 1st February Start of Children’s Mental Health week 

WB Monday 7th February Year 6 Mock SATs Week 

Monday 7th February RW Stay and Play (Lion Group 9am-10am/Giraffe Group 1pm-2pm) 

Monday 7th February Stay and Play – Nursery – 11.00am-12.00pm 

Tuesday 8th February  Safer Internet Day  

Thursday 9th February Stay and Play – Nursery – 2pm-3pm 

Wednesday 9th February Reading and Phonics Workshop 

Monday 14th – Friday 18th February Half Term – School Closed 

PLEASE NOTE: The Stay and Play sessions and Reading and  

Phonics Workshop are subject to change due to possible 

Covid 19 updates by the Government. 

Friends of Tonge Moor (FOTM) 

Huge thanks to the FOTM for their time and fundraising 
efforts this term. Not only has it been fun for the children 
and their families but it also provides the school with                   
additional funding to buy a Christmas gift for every child. 
These will be distributed on the 
last day of term as children leave 
school. 

Year 6 Fire Safety Trip 

Year 6 absolutely loved their trip to Bury Fire and Rescue 

Centre! The children were Greater Manchester Fire &   

Rescue Service recruits for the day and experienced a 999 

control centre,            

responded to a road 

traffic collision, carried 

out a ‘safe and well 

check’, learnt about the    

recovery position,     

investigated fires and much, much more!   

Monies raised by FOTM this term 

 

Halloween raffle £256.87  

Pumpkin competition £19.20  

Wear it bright for Bonfire £168.35  

Own clothes for hamper donations £128.95  

Xmas hamper draw ticket sales £175.10  

Thank you to all parents and carers who have ensured the children are super smart in their school uniform!                                                          

Just a reminder that any extreme haircuts for the Christmas holidays must have grown out by the start on the new term and  

that school has a strict no earrings policy.  



 
 

 

 

This year ‘Children in Need’ took place on Friday 19th              

November. The theme was ‘Together, We Can.’ The  children 

completed activities relating to this. To support this great cause, 

the children came to school wearing  yellow t-shirt, or an official 

‘Children in Need’ top and we raised £150.20 

 

The next charity fundraiser on Friday 10th December was for 

‘Save the Children.’ The children and staff didn't disappoint 

in donning their brightest and most festive jumpers raising 

£139.31 for the charity.  

 

Once again, we were proud to support the Royal British         

Legion Poppy Appeal. All monies raised by selling the          

Remembrance Day poppies were collected by a representative 

of the RBL and we are awaiting to hear how much we raised. 

We will share this with you in the next newsletter. 

 

 

In September, we supported Macmillan Cancer Support by   

selling cakes and biscuits for their ‘World’s Biggest Coffee   

Morning. We raised £119.11 

 

 

By supporting these charities this term, the children have helped others, giving them a chance 

to demonstrate our school value of ‘Love’. A huge thank you to everyone for getting involved 

and donating money towards these national charity days this term.  

 



Follow us on Facebook and/or Twitter and keep an eye on 
the school website for all the amazing things we do in school!  

Facebook: 

https://fb.me/tongemooracademy or search 
@tongemooracademy on Facebook  

Twitter: 

https://twitter.com/tongemoorbolton  

Out Twitter name is @tongemoorbolton 

Check out our school website! 

 www.tongemooracademy.org 

We currently have just over 30% of parents signed up to our new    

Parent App, My Child At School (MCAS). MCAS is a portal which 

provides information such as: access to real-time attendance data 

for your child; communication facilities to improve contact between parents and schools; instant  

access to published reports and letters. If you need the invitation link re-sending to you, please    

telephone the school office or send an email to parents@tongemooracademy.org     

Don’t forget to download the App! 

https://fb.me/tongemooracademy
https://twitter.com/tongemoorbolton
http://www.tongemooracademy.org

