
 

 

Tonge Moor Academy: Geography Curriculum 

 

 

Geography in the EYFS 

 

Geography 

The EYFS framework is organised across seven areas of learning (Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the World, Expressive Arts 
and Design, Physical Development, Personal, Social and Emotional Development and Communication and Language) This document 
demonstrates which statements from Birth to Five Matters are prerequisite skills for Geography within the National Curriculum.  
 
The statements for Geography are taken from the following areas of learning: 
• Mathematics 
• Understanding the World 

Range   

Range 3 
(18-24 Months) 
1½ - 2 Yrs 

Mathematics Shape  Enjoys using blocks to create their own simple structures and 
arrangements 

Pattern  Becoming familiar with patterns in daily routines 

Understanding 
the World 

The World  Is curious and interested to explore new and familiar experiences in 
nature: grass, mud, puddles, plants, animal life 

 Remembers where objects belong 

Range 4  
(24-36 Months) 
2-3 Yrs 

Mathematics Shape  Begins to remember their way around familiar  environments 

 Responds to some spatial and positional language  

 Explores how things look from different viewpoints including things that 
are near or far away  

Pattern  Is interested in what happens next using the pattern of everyday routines 

Understanding 
the World 

The World  Notices detailed features of objects in their environment 

 Can talk about some of the things they have observed    
   such as plants, animals, natural and found objects 

 Enjoys playing with small world reconstructions, building on first-hand 
experiences, e.g. visiting farms, garages, train tracks, walking by river or 
lake 

Range 5  
(36-48 Months) 
3-4 Yrs 

Mathematics Spatial 
Awareness 

 Responds to and uses language of position and direction 

Shape  Attempts to create arches and enclosures when building, using trial and 
improvement to select blocks 

Understanding 
the World 

The World  Comments and asks questions about aspects of their familiar world such 
as the place where they live or the natural world 

 Developing an understanding of growth, decay and changes over time  

  Shows care and concern for living things and the environment  

 Begin to understand the effect their behaviour can have on the 
environment 

Range 6 
(48-60 Months) 
4-5 Yrs 
(60 – 71 
Months) 
5-6 Yrs 

Mathematics Spatial 
Awareness 

 Uses spatial language, including following and giving directions, using 
relative terms and describing what they see from different viewpoints 

 May enjoy making simple maps of familiar and imaginative environments, 
with landmarks 

Understanding 
the World 

The World  Looks closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change in nature  

 Knows about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, 
materials and living things  

 Talks about the features of their own immediate environment and how 
environments might vary from one another  

 Makes observations of animals and plants and explains why some thing 

Early Learning Goals 

 
 
 

ELG 

Understanding 
the World 

People, Culture 
and 
Communities 

  

 

 Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from 
observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps. 

 Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and 
life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction 
texts and (when appropriate) maps. 
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 Know some similarities and differences between the natural world 
around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences 
and what has been read in class. 

The Natural 
World 

 Know some similarities and differences between the natural world 
around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences 
and what has been read in class. 

 Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world 
around them, including the seasons. 
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Geography in Years 1-6 

Curriculum structure 

 

Small step progression towards NC objectives: 

Geography 

By the end of Year 1 

To investigate places 

Ask and respond to simple closed geographical questions. 

Identify the key features and make observations about where things are in school and the local area. 

Use picture maps and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries and oceans studied.  

Use a simple map to move around school and recognise it represents a place. 

Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of the school and the key human and physical features of its 
surrounding environment. 

Name, locate the four countries of the United Kingdom. 

Name and locate some places within / around the U.K e.g. Home town,  

Name and locate the world’s oceans. 

To investigate patterns 

Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation 
to the Equator and the North and South Poles.  

Identify land use around the school. 

To communicate geographically 

Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: key physical features, including: coast, sea, ocean, river, seasons and weather. 

Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: key human features, including: City, town, village, factory, farm, house, shop, port 
and harbour. 

Use and follow directional language (up, down, left, right, forwards, backwards) and locational language (e.g. near and far) to 
describe the location of features and routes on a map. 

Devise a plan perspective by drawing round objects. 

Devise a simple map of an imaginary place; and use and construct own symbols in a key.  

By the end of Year 2  

To investigate places 

Ask and answer geographical questions (such as: What is this place like? What or who will I see in this place? What do people do in 
this place?). Question Matrix 

Identify the key features of a location in order to say whether it is a city, town, village, coastal or rural area. 

Follow a route on a map. 

Use world maps, infant atlases, large scale OS maps and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the 
countries, continents and oceans studied. 

Recognise a world map as a flattened globe. 

Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of the school and the key human and physical features of its 
surrounding environment. 

Use aerial images and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic physical features. 

Name, locate and identify features of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas. 

Name and locate some places within / around the U.K e.g. U.K cities and European countries.  

Name and locate the world’s continents and oceans. 
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 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 1  Home Sweet Home  Planet Earth  Pirates 

Year 2  United Kingdom  Rainforest Explorers  Beside the Seaside 

Year 3  Mapping it Out  Travel Agents  Ground Force 

Year 4  Great Railway Journeys  Orienteering in the 
UK 

 Contrasting 
Localities 

Year 5  Raging Rivers  Amazing Americans 
– Road Trip 

 Marvellous 
Mountains 

Year 6  Fair Trade?   I’m a Y6 Pupil Get 
me Out of Here! 

 The Environment 
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To investigate patterns 

Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the 
United Kingdom and of a contrasting non-European country. 

To communicate geographically 

Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, 
river, soil, valley and vegetation, seasons and weather. 

Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, 
harbour and shop. 

Use compass directions (north, south, east and west, clockwise and anticlockwise)  

Look down on objects to make a plan view map. 

Understand the need for a key. 

Devise a simple map; and use agreed symbols in a key. Use simple grid references (A1, B1). 

 

By the end of Year 3  

To investigate places 

Ask (when encouraged) and answer geographical questions (such as: Describe the landscape, Why is it like this? How have people 
affected what it looks like? What do you think about that? What do you think it might be like if…continues?)  

Explain own views about locations, giving reasons. 

Use large scale OS maps, junior atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features. 

Use fieldwork to begin collecting and recording evidence in the local area using a range of methods including sketch maps, plans 
and graphs and digital technologies. 

Use a range of resources including: NF books, stories, atlases, pictures / photos and internet to investigate places.  

Analyse evidence and begin to draw conclusions e.g. make comparisons between two locations using photos / pictures, 
temperatures in different locations. 

Name and locate cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics. 

To investigate patterns 

Name and locate the Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle and describe some of the characteristics of these geographical areas. 

Describe geographical similarities and differences between the UK and another small non-European country. 

Make simple observations on how land use around the school has changed over time.  

To communicate geographically 

Describe key aspects of: physical geography, including: volcanoes and earthquakes.  

Describe key aspects of: human geography, including: land use. 

Use the four points of a compass, four-figure grid references, symbols and key to communicate knowledge of the United Kingdom 
and the wider world. 

Create map of a short route with features in correct order. 

By the end of Year 4 

To investigate places 

Ask / initiate and answer geographical questions about physical and human characteristics of a location. 

Explain own views about locations, giving reasons supported by evidence. 

Use large and medium scale OS maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping and aerial and oblique photographs to locate 
countries and describe features. 

Use fieldwork to observe and record the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods including sketch 
maps, plans and graphs and digital technologies. 

Use a range of resources including: NF books, stories, atlases, pictures / photos, internet, satellite images and aerial photographs to 
identify the key physical and human features of a location.  

Analyse evidence and begin to draw conclusions e.g. make comparisons between two locations using photos / pictures, 
temperatures in different locations / maps. 

Name and locate some of the islands surrounding the U.K. 

Name and locate U.K counties and identify their main physical and human characteristics. 

Name and locate cities of the U.K and Europe (including Russia) and identify their main physical and human characteristics.  

To investigate patterns 

Understand  the significance of latitude and longitude and the Prime / Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including night and 
day) 

Describe geographical similarities and differences between countries. 



 

 

Tonge Moor Academy: Geography Curriculum 

 

Describe how the locality of the school has changed over time with reference to cultural geography. 

To communicate geographically 

Describe key aspects of: human geography, including: cultural geography. 

Use the eight points of a compass, four-figure grid references, symbols and key to communicate knowledge of the United Kingdom 
and the wider world. 

Create map of a route with features in correct order. 

By the end of Year 5 

To investigate places 

Ask and answer geographical questions by collecting and analysing statistics and other information in order to draw clear 
conclusions about locations (e.g. temperature at various locations – influence on people / everyday life). 

Identify and describe how the physical features affect human settlement location. 

Use a range of geographical resources; including medium scale land ranger OS maps, to give detailed descriptions and opinions of 
the characteristic features of a location. 

Use index and contents page within atlases.  

Use fieldwork to observe and record the human and physical features of an area.   

Name and locate the countries of North and South America and identify their main physical and human characteristics. 

To investigate patterns 

Describe geographical similarities and differences between countries in detail with reference to evidence. 

Describe how locations around the world have changed from the past to the present. 

To communicate geographically 

Describe and understand key aspects of: physical geography, including: rivers, mountains and the water cycle.  

Describe and understand key aspects of: human geography, including: settlements, land use, population distribution 

Use the eight points of a compass, four-figure grid references, symbols and a key (that uses standard Ordnance Survey symbols) 
to communicate knowledge of the United Kingdom and the world. 

Create thematic maps of locations identifying patterns (such as: land use, population densities). 

By the end of Year 6 

To investigate places 

Suggest questions for investigating, independently collecting, recording and analysing evidence in order to draw clear conclusions. 
(e.g. from fieldwork, data on land use, comparing land use / temperature, look at patterns and explain reasons behind it.) 

Identify and describe how the physical features affect the human activity within a location. 

Confidently use a range of geographical resources to give detailed descriptions and opinions of the characteristic features of a 
location. 

Use different types of fieldwork sampling (random and systematic) to observe, measure and record the human and physical 
features in the local area. Record the results in a range of ways.  

Name and locate some of the countries and cities of the world and their identifying human and physical characteristics, including 
hills, mountains, rivers, key topographical features and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have 
changed over time. 

To investigate patterns 

Name and locate the equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle and date time zones. Describe some of the characteristics of these geographical areas including which countries 
you might find in/near them. 

Understand some of the reasons for geographical similarities and differences between countries. 

Describe how locations around the world are changing and explain some of the reasons for change. 

Describe geographical diversity across the world. 

Describe how some countries and continents are connected by culture and trade. 

Describe how countries and geographical regions are interconnected and interdependent. 

To communicate geographically 

Describe and understand key aspects of: physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts. 

Describe and understand key aspects of: human geography, including: economic activity including trade links, and the distribution 
of natural resources including energy, food, minerals, and water supplies. 

Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and a key (that uses standard Ordnance Survey 
symbols) to communicate knowledge of the United Kingdom and the world. 

Create thematic maps based on their own data identifying patterns (such as: land use, climate zones, population densities, height 
of land). 
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End of key stage objectives: 

Geography  

At the end of Key Stage 1 children can:  

Locational knowledge  

name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans  

name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas  

 

Place knowledge  

understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a 
small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country 

 

Human and physical geography  

identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the 
world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles 

 

use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 
 key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, 

vegetation, season and weather 
 key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop 

 

Geographical skills and fieldwork  

use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, 
continents and oceans studied at this key stage 

 

use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for 
example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map 

 

use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; 
devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key 

 

use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key 
human and physical features of its surrounding environment. 

 

At the end of Key Stage 2 children can:  

Locational knowledge  

locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and 
South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, 
and major cities 

 

name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and 
physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use 
patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 

 

identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 
time zones (including day and night) 

 

Place knowledge  

understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a 
region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America 

 

Human and physical geography   

describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation 
belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 

 

describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic 
activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water 

 

Geographical skills and fieldwork  

use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied  

use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use  
of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world 

 

use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a 
range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 
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