
 

 

 
Tonge Moor Academy: Religious Education 

 
 

Religious Education EYFS – Y6 

Curriculum structure 

 

Small step progression towards NC objectives: 

EYFS 

I am special 

Know that Christians believe God is their heavenly father and he loves them. 

Talk about their own experiences and feelings. 

Talk about their own families likes, dislikes etc.  

Start to ask and respond sensitively to questions about their own and others experiences and feelings. 

Harvest 

Know that Christians believe that God created the world. 

Know that Christians believe that we should give thanks to God for creation and the Harvest. 

Know that Christians celebrate the Harvest Festival with a special service. 

Name the food that they enjoy most and tell you why. 

Talk about their own experiences and the experiences of others. 

Special People 
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EYFS  I am Special 

 Harvest 

 Special People 

 Christmas 

 Stories Jesus heard 

 Stories Jesus told 

 Easter 

 Friendship 

 Special Places 

 Prayer 

 Special Times 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 1 Harvest 
How can we help 
those who do not 

have a good 
harvest?  

Christmas – Why 
do we give and 
receive gifts?   

Easter – 
Celebrating new 

life 

Who is Jewish 
and how do they 

live?  

My World, Jesus’ 
World 

Joseph 

Year 2 The Bible – Why is 
it such a special 

book?  

Christmas – Why 
is the birth of 

Jesus such good 
news?  

Why is Baptism 
special? 

Who is Muslim 
and how do they 

live?  

Why is the Church a special place for 
Christians?  

Year 3 What do Hindu’s 
believe God is 

like?  

Harvest Exploring the 
sadness and joy of 

Easter 

Jesus – The man 
who changed 

lives 

What rules should we follow 

Year 4 Jesus, Son of God Exploring the 
symbolism of light 
at Christmas and 

Diwali 

What is prayer?  Are all churches the same?  What does it 
mean to be Hindu 
in Britain today? 

Year 5 Exploring the lives 
of significant 

women in the Old 
Testament 

Christmas around 
the world 

How and why do Christians read the 
Bible?  

What does it 
mean to be a 

Muslim in Britain 
today?  

Loss, Death and 
Christian Hope 

Year 6 Ideas about God People of faith Easter – Why was 
Jesus?  Who is 

Jesus?  

Why is the 
Exodus such a 

significant event 
in Jewish and 

Christian history?  

Why is the Torah 
so important to 
Jewish people?  

Life as a journey 
and pilgrimage 



 

 

 
Tonge Moor Academy: Religious Education 

Recall stories about Jesus. 

Recognise and name Christian artefacts. 

Talk about the role of the vicar/minister and why he/she is special. 

Talk about their feelings. 

Talk about people who are special and give reasons why they think they are special. 

Christmas 

Know that Christmas is the celebration of Jesus’ birthday 

Know that Jesus was a very special baby, the Son of God 

Recall parts of the nativity story 

Identify nativity characters 

Use religious words to talk about Christmas 

Talk about their own experiences of Christmas and birthdays. 

Talk about why birthdays are special.   

Talk about feelings related to celebrating Christmas and birthdays. 

Stories Jesus told 

Know that Jesus told stories.   

Identify a Bible.   

Recall some of the stories Jesus told (The Good Samaritan, The Sower, The Great Feast, The Lost Sheep,  
Wise and Foolish Builders) 

Begin to develop an understanding of the message Jesus came to share 

Talk about their own experiences and feelings. 

Stories Jesus heard 

Retell the Old Testament stories they have heard. 

Talk about their favourite stories. 

Talk about their feelings and experiences. 

Easter 

Know in brief the events of Holy Week. 

Recognise symbols associated with Easter. 

Have had an opportunity to talk about their own experiences of love and the other emotions expressed in the 
Easter story. 

Have had opportunity to ask questions about things that interest and puzzle them. 

Friendship 

Know that Christians consider themselves to be friends of Jesus. 

Recall stories of Jesus with his friends. 

Talk about why friendships are important. 

Talk about their own experiences of friendship. 

Talk about the feelings associated with friendship. 

Ask questions sensitively about friendship. 

Special Places 

Know that some people take off their shoes before going into their special place. 

Know that the church is a special place. 

Name the church and identify features of the church. 

Talk about their special places and how they feel when they visit their special place. 

Talk about what is important to them. 

Talk about what they find interesting. 

Prayer 

Know that when people talk to God it is called prayer. 

Know that prayer is expressed in a variety ways. 

Know that there are many reasons why people pray. 

Talk about Bible stories when people pray. 

Talk about their own experiences and feelings in relation to prayer. 

Talk about what they find interesting and puzzling about prayer. 
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To ask questions about prayer 

Special Times 

Use religious words such as church, prayer, christening, baptism, wedding, and funeral. 

Talk about special times celebrated by Christians and members of other faiths. 

Identify features of religious practice such as lighting candles. 

Talk about their own experiences of special times. 

Talk about why particular times are special to them. 

Ask and responding sensitively to questions about their own and others’ experiences and feelings.  

 

Year 1  

Harvest  

Christians believe that it is important to say thank you to God for the harvest. 

Jewish people also celebrate harvest and this is called Sukkot.  

Christians believe that helping others is part of putting their Christian faith in action. 

Know that there are Christian charities working worldwide to improve the living conditions of people in third world 
countries and other areas of poverty. 

Talk about Harvest Festival Celebrations using religious language. 

Express feelings about the issues raised by Christian Aid/Tear Fund materials etc. 

Ask questions about their own and others’ experiences. 

Talk about the ways in which the Jewish festival of Sukkot is celebrated using religious language. 

Christmas. Why do we give and receive gifts?   

Christians believe that Jesus is God’s gift to the world. 

The Wise Men visited baby Jesus after Christmas. 

Christians believe that the gift of Jesus shows God’s love and care for the world. 

Christians believe Jesus is God’s son the promised Messiah.  

Talk about the feelings associated with giving and receiving gifts. 

Retell the nativity story in two parts, a) the shepherds and b) the wise men. 

Talk about giving gifts that are not objects. 

Easter: Celebrating new life 

Know the events of Palm Sunday, Good Friday and Easter Day are at the core of Christian beliefs. 

Christians believe that Easter is a new beginning. 

Christians believe that Jesus died and rose back to life again. 

Recall events of the Easter story. 

Reflect on the awe and wonder of new life and changes in nature. 

Talk about their own experiences of Easter and springtime. 

Retell the events of the Easter story. 

Who is Jewish and how do they live? 

Give examples of how Jewish people celebrate special times (e.g. Shabbat, Sukkot, Chanukah) 

Make links between Jewish ideas of God found in the stories and how people live 

Give an example of how some Jewish people might remember God in different ways (e.g. mezuzah, on Shabbat) 

Give an example of how some Jewish people might remember God in different ways (e.g. mezuzah, on Shabbat) 

Give an example of how some Jewish people might remember God in different ways (e.g. mezuzah, on Shabbat) 

Give examples of how the stories used in celebrations (e.g. Shabbat, Chanukah) remind Jews about what God is like 

Talk about what they think is good about reflecting, thanking, praising and remembering for Jewish people, giving a 
good reason for their ideas 

Talk about what they think is good about reflecting, thanking, praising and remembering for Jewish people, giving a 
good reason for their ideas 

My World, Jesus World  

Know that Jesus lived a long time ago (over 2000 years) and the world we live in is very different to Jesus’ world.   

Know that some of Jesus’ life experiences were just like ours. Therefore Christians believe Jesus the Son of God knows 
exactly what life is like for us.  
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Talk confidently about their own life and experiences.  

Talk about the similarities and differences between our world and Jesus’ world using Bible stories to illustrate.  

Joseph 

Know the story of Joseph can be found in the Old Testament. 

Know the story of Joseph is key in the history of the People of God. 

Know that forgiveness is a core Christian value. 

Know that we can learn about the nature and characteristics of God from reading the stories about Joseph. 

Recall events from the life of Joseph. 

Talk about the actions and feelings of the characters and relate them to their own. 

Retell stories of the events in the life of Joseph. 

Talk about the nature and characteristics of God. 

 

Year 2  

The Bible. Why is it such a special book? 

Know that the Bible is the Christian holy book.  

Know that the Bible is made up of a library of books. 

Know that the Bible is in two sections the Old Testament and the New Testament. 

Know that the Bible is very important to Christians. 

Know that the Bible contains God’s big story from the beginning through to the kingdom of God. 

Know that people of other faiths have different holy books and there are some similarities and differences between 
these books and the Bible. 

Talk about the Bible and why it is Holy. 

Talk about why the clergy think it is Holy. 

Talk about why owning a bible is very important to Christians worldwide. 

Make links between the books of the bible and God’s big story. 

Reflect on the story of Mary Jones and consider ways in which they can make a difference. 

Name and talk about the holy books from faiths other than Christianity 

Christmas. Why was the birth of Jesus such good news? 

Know that Christmas is a celebration of the good news. 

Know that angels are the Good news bringers. 

Know that Christians believe that the good news is that Jesus is the saviour of the world. 

Know that Christians believe that the content of the Christmas story is good news. 

Know that the good news impacts on the world then and now.  

Retell the Christmas story, including the story of Zechariah. 

Talk about their own feelings and experiences of good news. 

Why is baptism special? 

Know that Baptism is an occasion when promises are made to God and people are welcomed as a member of the 
church. 

Know that water is a symbol of baptism. 

Know that people can be baptised at any age, in the font at church, in a pool, a river or the sea.  

Know that Jesus was baptised in the river Jordan. 

Know that people of faiths other than Christianity also welcome new babies in special ways.  

Talk about what belonging means to them. 

Use religious vocabulary such as vicar, priest, font, baptism church and prayer. 

Tell you about what happens when a baby is baptised. 

Talk about the ways in which people of other faiths welcome new babies. 

Who is Muslim and how do they live?  

Recognise the words of the Shahadah and that it is very important for Muslims  

Identify some of the key Muslim beliefs about God found in the Shahadah and the 99 names of Allah, and give a 
simple description of what some of them mean  

Give examples of how stories about the Prophet show what Muslims believe about Muhammad 
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Give examples of how Muslims use the Shahadah to show what matters to them 

Give examples of how Muslims use stories about the Prophet to guide their beliefs and actions (e.g. care for creation, 
fast in Ramadan)  

Give examples of how Muslims put their beliefs about prayer into action 

Think, talk about and ask questions about Muslim beliefs and ways of living  

Talk about what they think is good for Muslims about prayer, respect, celebration and self-control, giving a good 
reason for their ideas  

Give a good reason for their ideas about whether prayer, respect, celebration and self-control have something to say 
to them too. 

Why is the Church a special place for Christians? 

Know that the church is a special place where Christians meet to worship and pray. It is also the body of people not 
just the building.  

Know that, for Christians, the church is a holy blessed space. 

Know that Moses and the people of God built the Tabernacle (tent of meeting) to house the ark of the covenant.  

Know that people of other faiths have special holy places of worship, what these buildings are called, their key 
features, and the worship that takes place there.   

Ask good questions that reveal understanding about the church and what happens there.  

Connect the features of the church to Bible Stories.  

Use religious vocabulary to name and describe the features of a church building and other places of worship. 

Describe a few similarities and differences between places of worship.   

 

Year 3 

What do Hindus believe God is like? 

Identify some Hindu deities and say how they help Hindus describe God  

Make clear links between some stories (e.g. Svetaketu, Ganesh, Diwali) and what Hindus believe about God 

Offer informed suggestions about what Hindu murtis express about God 

Make simple links between beliefs about God and how Hindus live (e.g. choosing a deity and worshiping at a home 
shrine; celebrating Diwali)  

Identify some different ways in which Hindus worship 

Raise questions and suggest answers about whether it is good to think about the cycle of create/preserve/destroy in 
the world today  

Make links between the Hindu idea of everyone having a ‘spark’ of God in them and ideas about the value of people 
in the world today, giving good reasons for their ideas. 

Harvest 

Know that harvest has been celebrated for thousands of years. 

Know that harvest is celebrated by people of all faiths and none.  

Know that harvest is mentioned throughout the Old Testament.  

Know that there is a connection between Christian belief and behaviour in relation to celebrating the harvest. 

Describe the traditional content of Christian Harvest Festival services. 

Describe and explain the Jewish festival of Sukkot. 

Explain why Christians celebrate harvest. 

Exploring the sadness and joy of Easter 

Know that the events of Palm Sunday, Holy week and Easter are a combined mixture of the emotions of joy and 
sadness.  

Know that the church remembers and marks the events of Holy Week in a variety of ways. 

Know that the events of Holy Week reveal what Jesus came to earth to do – God’s salvation plan. 

Use religious vocabulary to retell in detail the stories of Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter.  

Make links between Christian beliefs and the stories of Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter. 

Ask good questions about the events of Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter and Christian belief associated with 
these events. 

Use religious vocabulary to make links between people’s values and behaviour.  

Ask important questions about beliefs and values. 
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Use religious vocabulary to describe and show understanding of the Christian practices linked with the Easter Story.  

Describe the impact of the events of Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter on the lives of people today.  

Jesus The Man Who Changed Lives 

Christians believe that Jesus has/had the power to change people’s lives. 

Know that choosing to follow Jesus is not an easy option. 

Know that the lives of people today are transformed by Jesus and they choose to change. 

Talk about their experiences of change. 

Retell the Bible stories you have explored. 

Talk about the ways in which Jesus changed people’s lives and the impact that had on them. 

What rules should we follow? 

Know that the Old Testament contains the stories of the people of God. 

Know that Moses rescues the people of God from Egypt and brings the ten commandments down from Mount Sinai. 

Know that other faiths have rules to follow that have been given to them a long time ago. 

Know that Christians try to live out the commandments given by God and Jesus.  

Know that the commandments are the foundation of Christian and Jewish societies.  

Talk about the story of Moses and the impact of the ten commandments. 

Name some of the rules followed by people of other faiths.   

Describe ways in which Christians live out Jesus command to love one another.  

Make links between beliefs and behaviour. 

Talk, with understanding, about rules from faiths other than Christianity. 

Understand the effects of rules and ask good questions about religious rules.  

Express their own ideas about rules. 

 

Year 4 

Jesus, Son of God 

Know and retell some of the Bible stories of Jesus’ life. 

Know that Christians believe Jesus is the Son of God.  

Know that Christians believe Jesus was both God and man. 

Know that Christians believe Jesus has power and authority from God over every aspect of creation, life and death.  

Know that people have stood up and spoken out against authorities in situations of injustice. For example, Nelson 
Mandela and Rosa Parks. 

Make links between the Bible texts and Christian beliefs and values. 

Talk about who inspires them and why. 

Exploring the symbolism of light at Christmas and Diwali  

Know that Hanukkah is an important Jewish festival of light.  

Know that Christians believe light is used as a metaphor to describe Jesus and his impact on the world.  

Know that Christians believe that the light of Jesus brings hope in dark places. 

Understand how Jesus’ followers bring his light into the world.  

Create light metaphors for Jesus that show understanding of Jesus actions and divinity.  

Ask important and relevant questions. 

Discuss the symbolism of Jesus as light. 

What is prayer? 

Know that prayer is the way in which believers communicate with God. 

Understand how prayer is connected to faith. 

Know that Christian beliefs are revealed in the content of prayers. 

Talk about the similarities and differences in the ways people of faith pray.  

Talk using religious vocabulary to show understanding of the purpose, place and content of prayer in the life of a 
believer. 

Talk about own experience of prayer. 

Talk about the similarities and differences in the ways people of faith pray.  

Are all churches the same?  
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Know that not all church buildings are the same but have similar features according to denomination. 

Know that Peter and the disciples ‘built’ the church after the events of Pentecost. 

Know that Christianity is a world-wide multi-cultural faith. 

Understand the Bible gives guidance to the church about behaviour and attitudes and what that guidance is. 

Understand people of other faiths have different places of worship, the names of those buildings, key features and 
the worship that takes place there. 

Use religious vocabulary to name features of the church building, talk about their significance and link to the Bible. 

Identify similarities and differences between churches and denominations worldwide.  

Ask good questions about the similarities and differences between different denominational practices. 

What does it mean to be Hindu in Britain today? 

Describe how Hindus show their faith within their families in Britain today (e.g. home puja) 

Describe how Hindus show their faith within their faith communities in Britain today (e.g. arti and bhajans at the 
mandir; in festivals such a Diwali) 

Identify some different ways in which Hindus show their faith (e.g. between different communities in Britain, or 
between Britain and parts of India) 

Identify the terms dharma, Sanatan Dharma and Hinduism and say what they mean.  

Make links between Hindu practices and the idea that Hinduism is a whole ‘way of life’ (dharma). 

Raise questions and suggest answers about what is good about being a Hindu in Britain today, and whether taking 
part in family and community rituals is a good thing for individuals and society, giving good reasons for their ideas.  

 

Year 5 

Exploring the lives of significant women in the Old Testament  

Know there are significant women in the Bible who made incredible choices that have an impact on God’s big story.  

Know that worship can be expressed in a variety of ways including prayer, dance, compassion and self-sacrifice.  

Know that sometimes people of faith face great challenges and remain true to their faith. 

Make links between their own values and the values of others (i.e. the women in the Bible). 

Ask important and relevant questions about the lives of the women in the Bible. 

Ask and suggest answers to questions of identity, meaning, purpose, truth, values and commitments. 

Reflect on the lives of the women in the Bible and describe the features that inspire them.  

Christmas around the World 

Know that Christmas is celebrated by Christians around the world.  

Know that some celebrations are connected to beliefs but others are secular.  

Know that Christmas celebrations provide answers to questions about Christian beliefs about Jesus.  

Make the links between the story, belief and action 

Describe and give reasons for the similarities and differences between Christmas celebrations around the world.  

Describe and show understanding of why Christmas is such an important time for Christians. 

Talk about the distinctive Christian beliefs highlighted by Christmas celebrations.  

How and why do Christians read the Bible?  

Know that there are several different genre of writing in the Bible. 

Know that there are many translations of the Bible in English and other languages.   

Know that the Bible is used to help answer questions about creation, truth, suffering and death, values for life and 
ethical issues. 

Know that people of other faiths have holy books that teach, guide and impact on their daily lives. 

Know that the Bible is the inspired word of God. 

Know that the Bible gives guidance for Christian living and this impacts on believers lives and communities.  

Make links between Bible passages and Christian values, attitudes and beliefs.  

Talk about the work and perseverance of Bible translators. 

Describe what inspires and influences them. 

Describe the impact of the content of the Bible on believers’ lives.  

Use religious vocabulary to show understanding of religious texts. 

Make comparisons between the Bible and other holy books. 
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What does it mean to be a Muslim in Britain today? 

Identify and explain Muslim belief about God, the Prophet and the Holy Qur’an. 

Describe ways in which Muslim sources of authority guide Muslim living (e.g. Qur’an guidance on Five Pillars). 

Make clear connections between Muslim beliefs and ibadah (e.g. Five Pillars, festivals, mosques, art). 

Give evidence and examples to show how Muslims put their beliefs into practice in different ways. 

Make connections between Muslim beliefs studied and Muslim ways of living in Britain/Bolton today. 

Reflect on and articulate what it is like to be a Muslim in Britain today, giving good reasons for their view. 

Loss, death and Christian Hope  

Know that Christians believe that through the death and resurrection of Jesus they have the promise of living forever 
with God (eternal life). 

Know that Christians believe that when you die your spirit goes to be with God in heaven. 

Make links between what the Bible says about death and heaven and Christian beliefs. 

Identify Christian beliefs about God and heaven found in prayers and worship songs.  

Give their own opinion about what happens when you die. 

Talk about what they think heaven is and what heaven will be like. 

Show understanding of the similarities and differences between religions on the subject of death and heaven. 

Use appropriate religious vocabulary to show understanding about Christian beliefs about heaven.  

 

Year 6 

Ideas about God 

Understand that Christians believe God is three in one, the Trinity.  

Know that Bible stories help to deepen our knowledge and understanding of God. 

Know that God is given many names by Christians and members of non-Christian faiths. These names describe His 
nature and characteristics,  

Know that Bible texts are used to answer questions about the characteristics and nature of God. 

Use religious language to show they are developing an understanding of the Trinity. 

Identify the elements in Christian worship that express Christian beliefs about God. 

People of Faith  

Know that there are people who live and have lived extraordinary lives of faith and we can be inspired by them. 

Know that there are similarities and differences between the behaviour and values of Christians and people of other 
faiths. 

Know that Christian people are called to live out the teaching in the Bible and build God’s kingdom through righteous 
living. 

Describe and illustrate with examples the ways in which the actions of Christian people are building God’s kingdom 
here on earth. 

Use an increasingly wide religious vocabulary to explain what motivates people of faith.  

Talk with understanding about the characteristics of a person living out their Christian faith.  

Explain aspects of the lives of people of faith that inspire them.  

Interpret bible stories and explain how that story answers questions about what it means to have faith.  

Easter. Who was Jesus? Who is Jesus? 

Know that Jesus is given a variety of names to describe his character and purpose.  

Know that there is a strong connection between Christmas and Easter and the concepts of incarnation and salvation. 

Know that Christians believe Jesus was/is the Messiah and what that means.  

Express their own and the opinion of others in response to the question ‘Who was Jesus?’ 

Use appropriate religious vocabulary to show they understand Christian beliefs about Jesus. 

Ask relevant questions in order to discover the answer to the question ‘Who was Jesus?’ 

Use the Bible as a source to discover the answer to the question ‘Who was Jesus?’ 

Know that Jesus is given a variety of names to describe his character and purpose.  

Know that there is a strong connection between Christmas and Easter and the concepts of incarnation and salvation. 

Why is the Exodus such a significant event in Jewish and Christian history? 

Know that the Exodus is a significant event in Jewish and Christian history. 
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Know that the Seder is the special meal celebrated by Jews on the first evening of the festival of Passover. 

Know that Christianity is rooted in Judaism and Jesus celebrated the Passover. 

Know that for Jews, the event of the Exodus and Passover are at the very heart of their beliefs. 

Retell in detail the story of the Exodus and connect it to the Passover celebration and Seder meal. 

Make links between the Passover, Last Supper and the Eucharist. 

Use appropriate religious vocabulary to show they understand why Passover is a festival of memory and freedom. 

Express their opinion about what freedom is and what it is not.  

Identify the similarities and differences between the level of importance placed on the Exodus and Passover by Jews 
and Christians. 

Explain, using appropriate religious language, the significance of the Passover and why it is not forgotten.  

Why is the Torah so important to Jewish people?  

Identify and explain Jewish beliefs about God. 

Give examples of some texts that say what God is like and explain how Jewish people interpret them. 

Make clear connections between Jewish beliefs about the Torah and how they use and treat it.  

Give evidence and examples to show how Jewish people put their beliefs into practice in different ways (e.g. some 
differences between Orthodox and Progressive Jewish practice). 

Make connections between Jewish beliefs studied and explain how and why they are important to Jewish people 
today.  

Consider and weigh up the value of e.g. tradition, ritual, community, study and worship in the lives of Jews today, and 
articulate responses on how far they are valuable to people who are not Jewish.  

Life as a journey and pilgrimage  

Know that some people undertake a pilgrimage as part of living out their faith.  

Know that the life journey of people in the Bible effects the behaviour, beliefs and life choices of Christians today. 

Know that being a Christian and following Jesus’ teaching has an impact on a person’s life. 

Know that the life journey of Jesus answers questions about what Christians believe. 

Know that Christians in many countries across the world are persecuted because of their faith. 

Recognise similarities and differences between pilgrimages made by Christians and people of other faiths. 

Describe the impact that following the teaching of Jesus has on people’s lives. 

Describe the features of living life as a Christian.  

 

 


